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New Zealand Listener review of  
‘Pills & Potions at The Cotter Medical History Trust’ (April 26, 2014) 
 
The Cotter’s collection of potions and 
patent medicines is a rich source of 
mind-boggling, stomach-churning 
answers to bodily complaints ranging 
from indigestion to nervous collapse. If 
you’ve got it, you’ll find the cure in 
this fascinating excursion through an 
unregulated era when if it tasted 
horrible, it was bound to do you good. 
But don’t try these potions at home. 
Essential reading in every doctor’s 
waiting room. 
 
 

 
 

Available in good bookshops or from The Cotter Medical History Trust. Paperback, 108 
pages, colour throughout, ISBN 978 1 877578 57 1, 2014. 
 

To order: www.cottermuseum.co.nz 
E-mail: info@cottermuseum.co.nz 
Mail: P.O. Box 2301 Christchurch 8140 

 
The postage fee of $8 is for New Zealand orders only. For overseas postage 
prices, please contact info@cottermuseum.co.nz 
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