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I have been privileged to know John as a 
teacher, colleague, mentor and friend over 
nearly 50 years. I can identify with his writing 
about nurturing medical students and young 
colleagues. John had infinite patience with, 
and sound advice for, younger colleagues 
whose enthusiasm may have led them into 
dangerous waters. In this book John relates 
key experiences from childhood, schooling, 
medical school and surgical training in 
Edinburgh that moulded the 
surgeon/physician/teacher who helped and 
influenced so many patients with kidney 
disease, medical students and young doctors. 
The University of Otago recognised his teaching 
skills by awarding him a Gold Medal for 
Teaching Excellence in 2015. – Kelvin Lynn 
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