
A Scientific Welsh Eye Surgeon:  
The short life of Llewellyn Powell MD (1843-79) 
Christchurch's first Public Health Medical Officer 
 

 
Written by Geoffrey Rice, this is a biography 
of Christchurch's first Medical Officer of 
Health and an important public health 
pioneer in New Zealand. Powell was also a 
significant biological scientist, an authority on 
New Zealand spiders, and was secretary to the 
Philosophical Institute and the 
Acclimatisation Society. He died far too 
young, at 36, probably from TB.  
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