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Meet some colourful and quarrelsome doctors. Christchurch medical men in the 
late nineteenth century included some strong personalities, often divided by 
personal as well as professional differences. Yet they were all interested in treating 
disease and the latest surgical techniques in a period of transition from the 
traditional medicine of miasmas and blood-letting to the modern era of 
bacteriology and aseptic surgery. This book has a richly varied account of what 
interested New Zealand doctors in the late nineteenth century, from advertising 
and smallpox vaccination to cures for constipation and TB, the use of electricity 
and antiseptics, and the 1891-3 influenza pandemic. 
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