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Written by Geoffrey W. Rice this is a full 
biography of Sir Hugh Acland (1874-1956), 
the leading Christchurch surgeon of his 
generation. He served in the Boer War and 
performed over 4,000 operations during the 
First World War. At Christchurch Hospital his 
advice was crucial in planning new buildings, 
the Nurses’ Home and what later became 
Princess Margaret Hospital. Knighted in 1933 
he came close to being elected mayor of 
Christchurch in 1935, then served as a city 
councilor. As Colonel Acland he controlled 
military medical services in the South Island 
during the Second World War. 
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